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Abstract

This project aimed to study characteristics of Phang
Nga elected politicians active over period beginning with the
1932 revolution that introduced constitutional monarchy until
the present. Researchers attempted to identify personal,
group, and organizational factors that enable Phang Nga
politicians to win election. The research used qualitative
methods with information acquired through study of
documents, observation of local political activities in Phang
Nga, and interviews with politicians, local people, and

authorities on politics in southern Thailand.

The study found that from the revolution in 1932 to
the present (2013), politics in Phang Nga can be classified into
three periods. During the early period (1932 - 1975), Phang
Nga politicians were nobles or officers who were not affiliated
with political parties. During the second period (1978 - 2005),

a middle class seemed to emerge and businessmen
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(Mr. Borom Tantien) and intellectuals took a role in politics
(Mr. Jurin Laksanawisit from the Democratic Party). The third
period (2005 - 2013) has been characterized by political
competition between the two major political parties: the
Democrat Party and Pheu Thai PartyPua Thai. The Democrat

Party has won elections in Phang Nga for more 20 years.

The main success factors for Phang Nga politicians
are being famous, coming from a well-known family, or having
kinship with former politicians. In addition in Phang Nga
politicans are more successful if they are members of a
popular party and close to the local people. Other success
factors are: 1) political personality, exhibiting consistent
behavior in public, extraversion, agreeableness, and
conscientiousness; 2) building a network such as kinship
networks, professional networks, and other networks to
secure votes; 3) using canvassers, especially local politicians;
4) using political campaigns that focus on policies, being
affiliated with the political party that wins the general election
so the party leader will be the prime minister; and continuting
political campaigning both during the election and outside
election periods; 5) political party, especially membership in
the Democrat Party, is a major factor in Southern voters’
decisions because this party chooses as candidates people
who live in the area and have high education level, and MPs

from the Democrat Party monitor the government seriously.
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In addition, Phang Nga people also appreciate and believe in
former prime minister Chuan Lekpai, and always listen to the

speeches of the Democratic Party as a way of life.

However, people of Phang Nga do not elect representatives
solely on the basis of political party. They also vote for

politicians who work hard for the people’s benefits.
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